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TECHNI CAL DETAILS

NAME: nusi ¢ box

EVENT: Salt Hands

REFERENCE: MIM 2011. 0086. 0208

DATE: 2011

STORAGE REF: —

TYPOLOGY: animated form/ indirect manipulation / nmechani sns
HEl GHT: 400 mm ( 1'3" in)

WDTH: 500 mm ( 1'7" in)

LENGTH: 280 nmm ( 0' 11" in )

VEI GHT: 4050 g ( 8.93 Ib )

VATERI ALS

vol unre | wood

details | wooden figures, alum numfish
painting | acrylic paint, vieux-chéne
control | wood, iron and steel fittings

ARTI STS

DIRECTION:. Clara Ribeiro

ART DI RECTI ON: enVi de neFel i bat a

DRAW NG enVi de neFeli bata

CREATI ON: enVi de neFel i bat a

BU LT: Clara R beiro, enVide neFelibata

BU LT SUPPORT: Hugo Bonjour, Leticia dos Santos, Marta Pereira

DESCR! PTI ON

This scenic device has a rotating handle that allows the box to
gradual Iy open, revealing its interior, which synbolizes experiences at
sea.

This nusic box invites the audience to enter a miniaturist universe,
where the puppets are very snmall in scale and the nicrocosm of hunan
experience can be seen in the macrocosm of the sea. The characters
present are SinBo Sal gado and Sebasti do Sal vador, aboard a snall boat
on the high seas. Sindo is a child who has never had contact with the
sea, and Sebastido is an old fisherman who no | onger goes to sea.

The narrative unfolds |ike a synbolic journey, illustrating the life of
t he people of the sea. Through the wi sdom and beliefs of the
experienced fisherman Sebasti @0 and the innocence of Sindo, the

audi ence is drawn into an adventure that can be real or inmmginary. The
use of a reduced scale in the puppets anplifies the narrative,
enphasi zi ng the vastness and depth of the maritine environnment conpared
to the small ness and vul nerability of human exi stence. This choice of



scal e can be seen as a netaphor for the human condition, in which

i ndi viduals are often dimnished by the i mensity of nature.

The concept of the “music box” serves as a netaphor for the stories and
traditi ons passed down from generation to generation within the fishing
community. Just as the crank of the box has to be turned to activate
the nel ody, the transm ssion of know edge fromthe old fisherman to the
child is essential for the continuation of the cultural heritage.

The show touches on thenmes such as the intergenerational transm ssion
of know edge, the interaction between the real and the inaginary and

t he human connection with the natural world. These thenes resonate with
a broader issue, the preservation of cultural identity.

CONTEXT

This creation was born as result of the relationship the conpany has
established with the fishing comunity of Espinho.



PROPER CARE - GENERAL CONSI DERATI ONS

- Objects must be shielded fromdirect sunlight at all tinmes to prevent
WV damage and fadi ng.

- Maintain a stable environnent; avoid exposure to high humdity or
rapi d noi sture fluctuations.

- A strict no-touch policy is in effect for both the public and
curatorial staff to prevent oil and acid transfer.

- Aut hori zed handl ers nust wear appropriate archival gloves whenever
contact is necessary.

- Visitors and staff are permitted to take photographs and vi deos for
personal use only.

- The use of flash is strictly prohibited to protect |ight-sensitive
material s.

- No captured inagery nmay be used to produce sal eabl e goods, such as
post cards, books, or nerchandi se.

- Wheel s or casters attached to objects are for on-stage positioning
only and are not for general transport.

- (njects nust be noved using a secondary dolly or professiona

equi prrent rather than their own casters.

- No food, liquids, or snmoking are permtted within the i mredi ate
vicinity of the objects.

- No cleaning agents, polishes, or dusters should be applied to the
obj ects except by authorized conservation staff.

- (njects nust be displayed on stable, |evel surfaces and secured
agai nst accidental tipping or vibration.

- Display areas must be nonitored by staff or canera surveillance at
all tines during public hours.

- Any accidental contact, change in condition, or environnental spike
must be reported to the lender within 24 hours.

- Maintain controlled tenperatures between 18-22°C to prevent therma
damage to materi al s.

- Ensure adequate ventilation without direct air currents that could
cause dust or environnmental fluctuations.

- Conduct regular conservation inspections and docunment any changes in
the condition of objects.

- In case of emergency, follow established evacuati on and obj ect
protection protocols.
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